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RECOMMENDATION 
 

To note Bristol’s progress towards its Energy and Climate Change goals 
 
To note plans for reviewing the Climate Change and Energy Security 
Framework and updating relevant plans. 
 
Summary 
 

The report highlights: 

 That the Climate Change and Energy Security Framework will be 
reviewed during 2015 and the results of this reviewed used to inform 
the development of future plans. 

 The latest energy and carbon dioxide emission statistics for Bristol 

 Progress by Bristol against its energy and Carbon Dioxide targets. 

 
The significant issues in the report are: 
 

 Bristol has made good progress in implementing its ambitious Climate 
Change and Energy Framework. 

 
 Bristol is on broadly on track against these targets when recent cold 

winters are taken into account.   
 



 

Policy 
 
1. In 2009 Full Council unanimously adopted new targets for citywide and 

council energy and Carbon Dioxide emissions.  These were that by 2020 
from 2005 baseline: 

  To reduce Energy use across Bristol City area by 30%  

 To reduce Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions by 40 % 
 
2. In February 2010 Cabinet adopted the Climate Change and Energy 

Security Framework aiming to achieve these targets.  
 

3. In March 2012 Cabinet updated that Framework for the period 2012-15.  
This set out a range of actions to be undertaken by Bristol City Council. 

 
Consultation 
 
4. Internal 

5. Not applicable 
 
6. External 

7. Not applicable 
 
Context 
 
8. The Climate Change and Energy Security Framework 2012-15 set out a 

range of action to be undertaken by Bristol City Council in eight areas: 

 Buildings  

 Sustainable Energy Supply 

 Planning  

 Green Digital Economy 

 Transport & Travel 

 Adaptation & Resilience 

 Communities & Culture 

 Waste & Recycling 
 

9. Bristol has the lowest per capita energy use and Carbon Dioxide 



 

emissions of the Core Cities.  Its CO2 emissions are some 13% lower 
than the average of the other Core Cities.   

 
Proposal 
 
10. Bristol City Council has made good progress in implementation of the 

Framework.  A full review of the framework is planned for 2015, in line 
with the expiry of the plan.  This review process will include the Place 
Scrutiny Commission and the Commission’s suggestions on how they 
want to incorporate this into their workplan are requested.  The outputs 
of the review will inform the development of future plans and strategies 
for the city. 
 

11. The Framework brought together many different areas of work and some 
of these have been reported in detail to the committee already.  Some 
highlights include: 

 Our programme of retrofitting homes which has seen hundreds 
insulated in recent years and the development of a large retrofit 
programme. 

 Our investment in renewable energy which has included the wind 
turbines at Avonmouth and a new phase of solar investment. 

 Implementation of our planning policies which require on-site 
renewable energy and which in a recent sample survey have 
reduced CO2 production from consented new developments by 
c.25%. 

 Using digital technology to reduce carbon emissions through smart 
metering pilots, solar and electric vehicle management systems to 
accelerate deployment of the next generation of technologies. 

 Investment in MetroBus and cycling infrastructure to reduce CO2 
emissions from the use of the private car. 

 Development of plans for flood defences to build resilience of the 
city the impacts of climate change. 

 Support for community led initiatives on energy, money, food etc 
which has been significantly enhanced by the finance secured as a 
result of Bristol’s success in becoming European Green Capital 
2015. 

 
Data 
 

12. Data for monitoring progress against the targets is drawn from national 
datasets.  These include gas and electricity used at Bristol addresses 



 

and an estimate of traffic fuel consumption based on traffic counts.  It 
excludes motorway traffic.  The data for gas consumption used in the 
energy dataset is weather corrected – compensating for cold or mild 
winters.   
 

13. The data used for the CO2 dataset is not weather corrected and so 
shows a greater annual fluctuation.  The last year of both datasets 
published is 2012, which was the first year of the current climate change 
and energy security framework.  The data therefore shows the impacts of 
changes made prior to the current plan.   
 

14. Bristol has successfully reduced energy use by 16% between 2005 and 
2012 (weather corrected), which is 1% ahead of target.  Figure 1 shows 
this across the three sectors and in relation to our target. 
 

15. Bristol has successfully reduced CO2 emissions by 12% between 2005 
and 2012.  The latest year of data - 2012 - saw a rise in CO2 emissions  
across the UK as a result of cold weather and the increased use of coal 
to generate electricity.  The trend of emissions is broadly in line with the 
target and reflects the weather corrected energy consumption.   

 



 

16. 2010 and 2012 were both colder years, and so was 2013 so we can 
expect our CO2 emissions to be above target when this data is reported 
in 2015, despite on-going reductions in energy use. 

 

17. Bristol’s targets are absolute and not per capita.  During the period 
Bristol’s population has risen significantly and therefore per capita 
reductions are greater than overall reductions.   

 
Other Options Considered 
 
18. This is an update report – not applicable 
 
Risk Assessment 
 
19. This is an update report – not applicable 
 
Public Sector Equality Duties 
 
No decision is proposed in this paper. 
 
Legal and Resource Implications 
 

Legal 
 This is an update report – not applicable 

 
Financial 

 This is an update report – not applicable 
 
Land 

 This is an update report – not applicable 
 
Personnel 

 This is an update report – not applicable 
 
Appendices: 
None. 
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Background Papers: 
 

1. Bristol Climate Change and Energy Security Framework 2012-15 
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Authorities, sector and fuel details 

3. Sub-national total final energy consumption in the United Kingdom 
 




